
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH &. HUMAN SERVICES Office of the Secretary 

Washington. D. C 20201 

John Lumpkin, M.D., M.P.H. 
Chairman 
National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics 
Rom 1100 
6525 Belcrest Road 
Hyattsville MD.20782-2003 

Dear Dr. Lumpkin: 

Thank you for your recent letters outlining recommendations from the National Committee on 
Vital and Health Statistics (NCVHS) for Patient Medical Record Information (PMRI) standards. 
Your letters contain recommendations for a core set of PMRI standards, a policy of guidance and 
incentives for encouraging use of the standards, suggestions for mapping among the various 
terminology standards, and areas for further research. You also recommend that I designate the 
National Library of Medicine (NLM) as the central coordinating body within HHS for PMRI 
terminology standards. When I received your recommendations initially, I referred them to the 
federal Consolidated Health Informatics (CHI) Council for consideration in our various data 
standards initiatives. I am pleased to report that many of your recommendations for standards 
adoption and mapping are now being implemented within those initiatives. 

I am convinced that to accomplish the objectives of major initiatives underway with respect to 
improving health care quality, patient safety and public health preparedness, practical 
improvements in the information architecture and technology used by the health care industry are 
required. Accordingly, I have taken several actions to promote and accelerate the application of 
health information technology, focusing attention on the development and adoption of data 
standards that can support the interoperable exchange of clinical and health information. Of 
course, as work progresses in the development and implementation of such standards and 
technologies, we will continue to require that the privacy of the information will be effectively 
protected. 

Through the federal inter-agency Consolidated Health Informatics initiative, progress on clinical 
data standards is now well underway. Chaired by HHS, the CHI initiative is one of the federal e­
gov initiatives established by OMB. The initiative relies on the advice of the NCVHS for 
identifying and adopting clinical data standards that might be adopted for use within the federal 
health care enterprise. During my Secretarial Summit on Health Information Technology on May 
6, I was pleased to announce a suite of 15 additional CHI clinical data standards for use in the 
federal health care enterprise, bringing the total number of domain area standards adopted 
through the CHI initiative to 20. Consistent with your recommendations for core terminology 
standards, the CHI standards include the Systematized Nomenclature of Medicine - Clinical 
Terms (SNOMED CT), Logical Observation Identifiers Names and Codes (LOINC), and several 

SEP 222004 



............... _;.7, •. p AI'" ; ... 00 l_....,.OJIPIy~:.=? ;:.::.:: 
__ ............ ' ..... Ibolooknl HwiII_G,ido: 

__ 
4 : __ we",," •• ··w, ID',@ 7 • 
" ,:lWlobo+P " .......... W " ... ......-Ibc ..................... -Y 

, if or_' ' __ lbo " ' i"'-<llJ. 

Ilurina; tIIoI oummit, I .... _ ..... Dr. Oo.vid 1IrIIi1or .. tIoo I!Jwt N-'onoI Healdo Inl'orrootiool 
To<lmoloC Coardinat<w at HHS, . poniO<l cmbHobod 1>y .... " ; .. ~'II! .. n1iyt Otder of 
Api? ~7r Th: E>:OCIdivc Otda-~ HHS 10 rq>oIt within 90 do)Ol "" tho dnolo!mJ"" ..... 
~ or .......... ,lam .. pido 11>0 uti""","," imp"ee!m. .flirT in_1ho 
!">b1ic..J JIri>1ll¢ _'r 0.. July 11 ... oorlUT S Wi it "'" Nri"" H_ 1rJu. , ' WI 

1r'_odIn eu.ro" . we"";\ed .... "" .. _ ,."..., Wlod b iD .... E ... ,..; ... 0rIb "". 
B .od;b.';" ..-1._; .. ";nE' t "",. Tho .. 5 .. 'iooI_ ...... 

• " ... 10 ..... ' b;!;oyot t •• wdl ..... a ol ("'''02. ,,,._ 

A.o,.... i ! , dio __ , I __ ... ""UlIO_ .... _......."...,.bocIy 

...; ..... HIlS '" I'I!atl ........ 10::9 ... Similtlly. I tit« "*'" "'" 7£ ,rOO II> ... ie. Ibo ! : ' .. 
• r" d'oopecuofyaar_.., .. lotjcw"ot.uol.r_,.. ilk,,"" _ I.; •• 
c."...Uy .. briq impt-t.d '0)' tho NLM. 

I .... k ro..-d 10 fiutber advice tom the NCVHS, PIeuo ........ Ill)' pI_1O ai, .fllle 
rOm' I ofb CommiItoo for tb<ir hord ....n """ <Iodi<oIion. 


