
1

My goal today is to give you a brief overview 
of Healthy People, with a focus on what’s 
different about Healthy People 2020 and 
acquaint you with three defining constructs in 
Healthy People 2020. My hope is that you will 
find these constructs useful as you refine 
meaningful use criteria and extend them to 
meet our collective aspirations for developing a 
nation-wide health learning system by 2020.
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The Age of Healthy People 
and the Internet 
Healthy People has been 
planning and measuring 
progress of the nation’s 
health for 30 years. In fact, 
Healthy People predates the 
Internet, which was a Federal 
research project in 1980
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We are currently in the objectives development phase. The 
Public comment period is scheduled to begin in October 
after our review by the FIW is on Sept 16

The HP objectives development process is made up of  Interagency 
Working Groups who develop draft objectives that go through an 
approval process by the Federal Interagency Working Group on 
Healthy People, then made available for public comment before 
going through HHS wide clearance.
I am the co-lead of the health IT and communication Working 
Group, along with Chuck Friedman of the ONC and Cynthia Baur, 
who leads the Health communication and Marketing Division at 
CDC. Our working group consists of over 60 members across a 
dozen Federal Agencies and about 400 members of the public who 
have been collaborating during webinars, conference calls an in an 
online collaborative work space for over a year. I will share our 
draft objectives with you today but they are not yet ready for 
redistribution since they have not been approved by the FIW. These 
objectives, like your meaningful use measures, must be measurable 
with at least two data points during the decade.
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The first HP construct I would like to share with you is from the HP 2020 
framework. For the first time HP offers an ecological context for developing 
objectives.

Determinants of Health provide organizing structure for Healthy People 2020. 
The Healthy People 2020 relational data base will make it easy for users to 
cluster condition specific objectives with one or more of the determinants of 
health. Two HP working groups focus on the health services context – The 
Access to Quality Services Work Group co led by AHRQ and HRSA; and the 
Health IT and communication work group. Each has constructs you may find 
helpful in advancing your thinking about meaningful use.
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The Health IT and communication working group have drafted 12 measurable 
objectives for HP 2020. Each has its own measurement and we would be 
pleased to share our data collection plans with you. However, the more 
important contribution we may be able to make is through our systems view of 
communication.

Feedback loops embedded into health IT and into the human interactions that 
serve as their context is what transforms a collection of tools and people into  
interdependent agents collaborating and learning how to improve health and 
health care.
For example: reminders, decision support, referrals, (both electronic and 
interpersonal) etc can help users self correct for their use and intended purpose
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Patient provider communication 
Team work
Collaboration
Care coordination
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Ed Wagner has operationalized productive interactions and measures have 
been established for them. 
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