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Community Health Data Initiative
A Flagship Initiative in the HHS Open Government Plan

Objective
• Enhance understanding of health and health care system 

performance in communities
• Spark and facilitate action to improve performance and value

Approach
• Catalyze evolving network of community health data suppliers, 

applications developers, and end users
• Provide free, easily accessible, health indicator data through the 

newly created Health Indicators Warehouse
• Recruit early adopters across an array of potential uses
• Increase awareness of community performance; increase pressure 

for decision makers to respond; facilitate and inform actions



3

Conceptual Framework for CHDI

Data  Sources

▪ Health Indicators Warehouse (HIW)
containing health care, health, and 
health determinant indicator data for 
communities, plus data on successful 
interventions by indicator.  Will include 
data never previously released, and will 
be delivered in a structured, 
standardized, machine-readable, easily 
accessible way, free of charge and 
intellectual property constraint

• Other federal  data sets 
▪ State and local governments 
▪ Private sector data suppliers
▪ Others?

Applications

Interactive
health maps. 
“mash-ups”

Networking 
apps

Enhanced 
web search

Viral games

Challenges

“Best places to 
live” ratings and 
rankings

Industries developing 
health-related products or 
services

Nonprofits / 
philanthropy

Media / 
journalism

Web 
search 
providers

Data analytics 
firms

Social 
networking 
providers

Tech 
companies

Real estate 
information 
providers

Innovators

Feedback on data (types of data 
required, frequency of release, 

etc.)

End Users

▪ Patients
▪ Consumers
▪ Providers

▪ Community leaders
▪ Policymakers
▪ Researchers
▪ Corporations



CHDI Brainstorming Meeting, March 11,2010

• Organized by IOM

• Brought together:
– Web 2.0 applications developers

– Business leaders

– Community leaders

– Government health data and policy experts

• Produced:
– Multiple ideas for high-value applications 

– Commitments to develop many of these applications in 2010



HHS Data Commitments for 2010

• New Medicare community-level  indicator data
– Costs, quality, disease burden, service utilization

• Health Indicators Warehouse of standardized health indicators 
– Medicare community indicators, HP2020, County Health Rankings, 

CHSI, SUSA, evidence-based interventions

• Interim web site with downloadable datasets
– Medicare Compare, HP2010, County Health Rankings, CHSI, SUSA, 

AHRQ State Profiles, USDA Food Environment Atlas 
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data_access/chdi.htm



CHDI Interim Web Page



CHDI Launch Meeting, June 2, 2010

• Organized by IOM

• Introduced by Secretary Sebelius

• Attended by a broad group of:
– Web 2.0 applications developers
– community organizations,
– government agencies
– health advocates
– researchers
– foundations

• Showcased new applications using HHS and other data

• Generated ideas for the future



CHDI Applications:
Palantir Technologies



CHDI Applications:
Microsoft Bing



CHDI Applications:
Google



CHDI Applications:
Network of Care for Healthy Communities



CHDI Applications:
MeYou Health



CHDI Applications
Asthmapolis



CHDI Next Steps in 2010:
2010 Health 2.0 Developer Challenge

• Who: government agencies, community organizations, 
foundations, healthcare & technology companies, software 
developers, etc.

• What: code-a-thons & team competitions for applications to 
improve personal & community health

• Where: regional events culminating in final challenge during 
Health 2.0 Conference, San Francisco, October 2010 



Health Indicators Warehouse Functionality

• Preconstructed national, state, and local level indicators; no 
individual-level data

• Ability to map, chart, graph, and trend indicators (to the extend 
data allow)

• Links from indicators to evidence-based interventions

• Web service—peer-to-peer/business application capability

• Inclusion of most indicators from HP2020, County Health Rankings, 
SUSA , and CHSI

• Supporting metadata to facilitate appropriate use of indicators



Health Indicators Warehouse: Next Steps

• Build HIW v1.0; populate with indicators (including metadata) 
and interventions

• Secure funding to maintain warehouse

• Develop process for harmonizing indicators across agency 
partners

• Select new indicators for inclusion in warehouse

• Update and improve warehouse

• Work with CHDI partners to:

– Provide technical assistance

– Obtain input for improvements



For more information on the Community Health Data Initiative, go to:
-- www.hhs.gov/open

For more information on the Health Indicators Warehouse, contact:

-- Amy Bernstein (abernstein@cdc.gov) 

-- Linda Bilheimer (lbilheimer@cdc.gov) 

-- Jim Craver (jcraver@cdc.gov) 
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