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HOW ARE VITAL STATISTICS USED BY CDC? 

• Track, monitor and report on mortality 

• Pneumonia & influenza during flu season 

• Low prevalence conditions 

• Online, interactive atlases of mortality 

• Linked data sets to monitor mortality 

• E.g., among people with diabetes  

• Cancer case finding 

• Morbidity, mortality and economic cost estimates 

Death Records 



HOW ARE VITAL STATISTICS USED BY CDC? 

• Track, monitor and report on natality 

• Monitor birth outcomes 

• Linked data sets to monitor birth outcomes 

• E.g., among women with childhood cancers  

• Sampling frame for  

• Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System 

• Case control or other epi studies 

 

Birth Records 



HOW IMPORTANT A ROLE DO VITAL STATISTICS PLAY? 

Critical 
• Monitoring burden and distribution of diseases and causes of death 
• Identify and document disparities 

• Monitoring effect of treatment, changes in survival 
• Cancer 

• Diabetes 

• Supporting and informing other surveillance systems 
• Planning population health interventions 



WHAT ARE THE QUALITY CONCERNS? 

Death Record 

• Accuracy of race/ethnicity 

• Undercount American Indians, Alaska Natives up to 40% 

• Other race/ethnic groups also affected 

• Accuracy, completeness of underlying cause of death 

• Under-reporting of diabetes 

• Missing/unspecified “road type” user 

• “Chain of events” that led to death incomplete 

• Completeness: 

• May not include some military, expatriate deaths 

• Timeliness and availability of data 

 

Birth Record 

• Accuracy/completeness of information 

• E.g., maternal smoking status 

• Completeness 

• Information on the father: age, race/ethnicity, 
education 

• Birth vs adoptive mother 

• Timeliness and availability of data 



HOW ARE DATA OBTAINED, MANAGED, SHARED, PROTECTED? 

• Data Use Agreement with National Center for Heath Statistics 

• Files uploads through Secure Access Management System 

• Stored at program level on secure, restricted network 

• Per agreement and in accordance with National Association of Public Health Statistics and Information 
Systems, CDC may release a pre-determined list of variables to researchers via proposal process for 
analytic purposes without additional approval requirements. 



The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
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