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Mission: 

March of Dimes Foundation  

Improve the health of babies by 
preventing birth defects, 

premature birth, and infant 
mortality. 
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If your pregnancy is healthy, 
it's best to stay pregnant for 
at least 39 weeks. 

A baby's brain at 35 weeks weighs only 
two-thirds of what it will weigh at 
39 to 40 weeks . 
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2. Reports to engage stakeholders  



marchofdimes.org/reportcard 

PRETERM BIRTH RATES AND GRADES BY STATE 

2016 PREMATURE BIRTH REPORT CARD 

Gestational age is based on obstetric estimate.  
Source: National Center for Health Statistics, 2015 natality data..  



  

Perl Stats· march of dimes 
A flGHTtNG CHANCE FOR EVERY &UY 

Select a state news: Updated Data and PeriStats J 
What information are you looking 
for? Please start your selection with 
e it her location or topic . Not all items 
are required. After you submit , you 

can narrow your results by year or 
he a lth indicator or compare wit h 
another region. To get t he best 
results, use reset button before 
starting a new searc h. 

Location: Please select edt 

Topic: Please select edit 

Forma t Please select ecit 

v1ewtroy sides(O) 

About PeriStats 
PeriSt ats is developed' by the March 
of Dimes Perinatal Data Center and 
prov ide.s acce.ss to maternal and 
infant health data for t he United 
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FrequenHy asked questions 
How do I source the d ata on Peri Stats? 

How are t he health indicators on PeriStats 
calculated? 

States and by s tate or region, including more 
t han 60,000 g raphs, maps, and tables. Find o ut 
how data on Peri Stats is computed and 
calculated. 

Is i t oossible to suggest additiona l materna l a nd 
infant healt h data sets that could auoment the data 
ava ilable on PeriStats? 

Whv is d ata on PeriStats somet imes different from my 
health department' s data? 

What should I do if pop· up blocker blocked my web 
page? 
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PubMed literature search 
Get access to the late.st in 
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research. 
Choose a Topic 

Sign up for data updates 
Be the fi rst to hear when 
new data is released. 
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3. Dissemination to health professionals  



Preterm birth 
New York, 2011-2014 Average 

Preterm is less than 37 completed weeks gestation.  
Source: National Center for Health Statistics, final natality data.  
Retrieved October 20, 2016, from www.marchofdimes.org/peristats.  

www.marchofdimes.org/peristats


  

Data fact sheet: Disparities in birth outcomes . · . · . 
among black women and infants in the U.S. PenStats 
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4. Technical assistance to staff/volunteers  



Recent achievements 

•	 Improved timeliness 
•	 Full implementation of the 2003 birth 

certificate revision 
•	 Improved quality and validity of the data  



Future investments 

•	 Continued federal support for states 
•	 Strong network of data users 
•	 Increased ability to use vital statistics data to 

address social determinants of health 



 Admitted to Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 

30 weeks Obstetric Estimate of Gestation 

 Assisted ventilation immediately following delivery 

1800 grams 

Cesarean, primary 

Birthweight 

Vital Statistics Help Us 
Tell Their Stories 

Delivery method  



 
 

Thank  
you  
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