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NCHS Budget History
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Prevention and Public Health Fund

Budget Authority

Public Health Service (PHS) Evaluation Funds

1Includes $15,397M in Budget Authority  for administrative and business services through the CDC Working Capital Fund.
2Includes funding for services through the CDC Working Capital Fund.
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FY 2018 Budget 

▪ Enacted 160,397,000 for Health Statistics 

• Includes funds for administrative and business 
services as part of the CDC Working Capital Fund 
(about $17 million)

▪ NCHS FY18 Budget in CDC and HHS

• 2.2% of CDC FY18 program enacted ($7.3 billion)

• 0.2% of HHS FY18 discretionary ($69 billion)



NCHS PROGRAM LEVEL BUDGET FOR FY 2019

▪ Overall decrease of $5,397,000

▪ PHS funds not subject to Evaluation & other taps

▪ Continued focus on priorities

FY 2017
Enacted

FY 2018 
Enacted FY 2019 PB FY 2019+/–

FY 2018

Health Statistics $160,397 $160,397 $155,000 –$5,397

PHS Evaluation Transfer $0 $0 $135,820 +$135,820  

Budget Authority $160,397 $160,397       $19,180 -$141,217

NCHS Program Level Total $160,397 $155,000 –$5,397

Dollars in millions
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PROGRAM UPDATES



Timeliness: Percent of Mortality Records Received by 
NCHS within 10 Days of the Date of Death
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Timeliness & Relevance:
Provisional Drug Overdose Death Counts



Dissemination: NCHS Publications 

▪ TOTAL Publications: 110 (APR 2017 – APR 2018)
• Reports: 68

• Public Use Files: 11

• Web Tables: 11

• Data Visualizations: 20

• Drug Overdose Deaths,

• Quarterly & Monthly: 13

▪ High Priority Publications:
• Health Insurance: 20

• Cholesterol/obesity: 4

• Mortality: 10



Dissemination: Improved Access to 
Restricted Data

• 2015:  Interagency Council on Statistical Policy 
approval of Census Research Data Centers (RDCs)  
becoming Federal Statistical RDCs (FSRDCs)  

• Currently 29 open FSRDC locations – more to come

• 2018 Executive Committee established for governance

• Agency-specific processes for proposals and disclosure

• Additional agencies expected to participate



CHALLENGES



Survey Response Rates 

▪ Declines in survey response rates are occurring across 
all Agencies as well as in the private sector

▪ Ongoing analysis of non-response and potential bias

▪ Exploring alternatives to improve participation

▪ NCHS participating in a response rate workgroup 
organized by the Federal Committee on Statistical 
Methodology under the auspices of OMB



Final Response Rates: NHIS, 1997-2016
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NHANES Response Rates

NHANES
Cycle

Screened Eligible Interviewed Examined

n n % n %

11-12 ≥ 98% 13,431 9,756 72.6% 9,338 69.5%

13-14 ≥ 98% 14,332 10,175 71.0% 9,813 68.5%

15-16 94.3% 15,327 9,971 61.3% 9,544 58.7%



NHANES Staffing

Doing the same work with fewer staff/contractors

NHANES Cycle Highest total number of 
on-site DHANES staff,

trainees, and contractors

2011-12 82

2013-14 80

2015-16 75

2017-18 65



What’s New

• NHIS re-design: split sample in 4th quarter of 2018, 
full implementation to begin January 2019

• NHANES Jan 2018 notice solicits comments on 
production of sex-specific body mass index (BMI) on 
growth charts for extremely high values of BMI

• NHANES RFI published to obtain innovative ideas on 
sample design and data collection processes

• Methodological reports and Analytic Guidelines



Questions?

Thank you




