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Semantic Interoperability – the ability of computer 
systems to exchange data with unambiguous, 
shared meaning. (Wikipedia) 
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Semantic Harmonization - The process of combining multiple 
sources and representations of data into a form where items 
of data share meaning. 
- Bowles KH, et al. Journal Nurs Admin. 2013 Jun;43(6):355. 
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AUT,OMATED TRANSLATION 
BETWEEN MEDICAL 
TERMINOLOGIES USING 
SEMANTIC DEFINITION,S 
JAMES J . CIMINO, M.D., AND G. OCTO BARNED, M.D. 
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Questions for the Panel 

• What does semantic harmonization mean to you? 

• What is the current state from your perspective? 

• If you’re actively working on solutions, briefly describe. 

• What should be done – what’s worth doing in the next 5-10 years? 
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