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Standards that get used get better.
paraphrased from Donald A.B. Lindberg, MD
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https://hl7.org/fhir/versions.html


HL7 Standards Levels
Normative
Approved by rigorous ANSI process. Stable. Subject to Inter-version Compatibility Rules.

Trial Use
Well reviewed and now ready for production use. Future versions may make breaking changes.

Informative
Provides implementer assistance but does not make rules that implementers are required to follow.

https://hl7.org/fhir/versions.html#change
https://hl7.org/fhir/versions.html


FHIR Maturity Levels
FMM 6 (Normative): Normative ballot. Locked by change rules.

FMM 5: Published in 2 cycles, implemented by 5+ systems in 2+ countries 

FMM 4: Published, tested, community consult required for breaking changes.

FMM 3: Formal balloting, 10 distinct comments from 3 orgs.

FMM 2: Tested to support interop of 3 independently developed systems

FMM 1: No QA warnings, substantially complete, ready for use.

Draft (0) Published in the current build. 

https://hl7.org/fhir/versions.html#maturity


FHIR Maturity Evolution

Progressive maturation

Ongoing curation

https://hl7.org/fhir/versions.html#maturity
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Coordination of HL7 Standards Development and Implementation
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https://validator.fhir.org/
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Implementation Value
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