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The HIMSS Elect ronic Health Record (EHR) As s ocia t ion is  a  
t rade  as s ocia t ion of 29 EHR companies  who s erve  vas t  majority 
of hos pita l, pos t -acute , s pecia lty-s pecific, and ambula tory 
hea lthcare  providers  us ing EHRs  and other hea lth IT acros s  the  
United Sta tes . Together, we work to improve the  qua lity and 
efficiency of care  through the  adopt ion and us e  of innovat ive , 
interoperable , and s ecure  hea lth informat ion technology.



29 Members
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https://www.elekta.com/
https://pointclickcare.com/


SDoH and Health Equity Task Force at EHRA

• SDoH and Hea lth Equity Tas k Force  was  crea ted to ident ify, priorit ize , and 
addres s  the  barriers  to de livering more  equitable , s ocia lly informed care , 
focus ing primarily on thos e  barriers  tha t  an EHR is  bes t  pos it ioned to addres s . 

• The EHR As s ocia t ion and it s  members  a re  commit ted to exploring the  ways  in 
which technology can be  us ed to addres s  dis parit ies  in the  hea lthcare  s ys tem 
more  effect ive ly.
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Documenting Social 
Determinants in the 
EHR

Increase in number of organizations 
documenting & addressing social 
determinants due to increased awareness 
and policies

Commonly documented elements are 
Assessments and Interventions

Documented in all care settings and by 
many roles: Physicians, nurses, care 
managers, social workers and more
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Common Challenges
Additional time needed during clinical visits to 
complete screenings and plan interventions

    How Technology Can Help 
 Integra te  in exis t ing clinica l workflows  to minimize  addit iona l burden 

 Make it  acces s ible  acros s  ca re  s e t t ings  and promote  t imely intervent ions

 Encourage  pa t ients  and families  to s e lf-report  s ocia l de terminants  prior to the ir vis it  

 Us e of AI to ext ract  s ocia l de terminant  informat ion from clinica l notes  
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Common Challenges 1

Different standards and policies informing domains 
that should be screened for the patients
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Different Standards to Assess Social Domains 

• CMS, in it s  2023 IPPS Rule , recommends  the  s creening of 

five  domains

• Healthy People 2030 lis t s  five  broad domains  of ris k

• The Future of Nursing 2020 -2030 lis t s  11 domains  of ris k

• The Gravity Project , to clas s ify and encode a  broad lis t , 

has  20  domains
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Common Pain Points

Different standards and policies informing domains 
that should be screened for the patients

    Recommendation

 Standardiza t ion of domains  to s creen acros s  ca re  s e t t ings

 Regula t ion s hould be  feas ible  for implementa t ion by s mall and big EHRs  in a  

cons is tent  way 
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Common Challenges 2

Providers hesitate to screen if they don’t know how 
to help  patients that screen positive 
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SDoH Interventions 
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Common Challenges 3

Providers hesitate to screen if they don’t know how 
to help  patients that screen positive 

    Recommendations

 Init ia t ives  to fund and engage  community partners  on an ongoing bas is

 Standard Taxonomy of s ervices  to define  the  intervent ions  a t  the  right  level

 Standards  for clos ed loop referra ls  with the  community-bas ed organiza t ions  
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Terminology for SDoH Assessments

Your 
Organization

External 
Organization

Domain   Source   LOINC

Questions   LOINC

Answers   LOINC

Intervention  SNOMED
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Social Determinants of Health in EHR

Barriers 

• Regula tory programs  a t  the  na t iona l or s ta te  leve l 

might  s ugges t  us ing s creeners  for which LOINC codes  

do not  exis t  ye t

• Different  verbiage  acros s  different  s creeners  caus es  

devia t ion from LOINC mappings  

• Mapping of s creeners  to domains  is  not  s tandardized
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Recommendations 
for Interoperability
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Standardized code set to represent domains 

For each domain, standard way to represent 
domain risk

Optional coded value indicating the method of  
instrument or assessment used

For example: Housing Insecurity [Z Code 
XXX]

For example: Housing Insecurity is 
present

For example: Housing Insecurity is 
present, assessed using PREPARE 
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Support for Analytics & Research 

Augment the depth of research 
with:

Standardized SDoH Screening Data  & 
Domain Ris ks

Surfacing dis parit ies  with community level 
s creening da ta
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Analytics to Help with Strategic Initiatives

Surface  s creening ra tes  and pos it ivity ra tes  to unders tand t rends
Are individuals reporting increased housing & transportation need?

Unders tand the  impact  of s ocia l de terminants  on hea lth outcomes  
How does a patients A1C change if they lack access to transportation?

Augment  the  res earch with da ta  s e t s : Area  Depriva t ion Index (ADI) 
& Socia l Vulnerability Index (SVI)
Identify the most vulnerable population by locating communities with both high  
(SVI) scores and reported food needs?

Stra t ify by Race , Ethnicity, Language e tc. to promote  equity 
Do African Americans have greater housing and transportation needs?
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